OVERUSED VERBS--SYNONYMS
ASK: 

inquire, wonder, request, implore, demand, expect, beg, solicit, pose, raise, importune, plead, 
supplicate, beseech, entreat, petition, 

ANSWER:  

reply, respond, solve, react, rejoin, counter, retort, satisfy, fulfil, remedy, determine, decide

BEGIN:  commence, embark on, instigate, initiate, activate, create, launch, inaugurate, originate, arise

DO: 

perform, solve, accomplish, act, complete, achieve, execute, resolve, approve, permit, manifest, create, allow, sustain, compose, commit, construct, labor, preserve, explore, begin, handle

ENCOURAGE:  


support, persuade, promote, cheer, hearten, push, goad, advance

END:  


Finish, conclude, close, discontinue, prevent, halt, block, cease, suspend, terminate, withdraw, 
avert, avoid, foil, thwart, preclude, inhibit
GET:  


obtain, acquire, find, search, develop, catch, attain, accomplish, complete

GIVE:  


provide, transport, carry, distribute, send, convey, bring, offer, supply, present, afford, grant, impart, 
bestow

KNOW:  

recognize, understand, experience, identify, discern, distinguish, comprehend, appreciate, realize, grasp, perceive

LEAVE:  

abandon, depart, abscond, disappear, desert, renounce, ditch, dump, avoid, delay, bequeath, donate, entrust, permit, defer, 

MAKE:  

achieve, manage, appoint, generate, manufacture, induce, persuade, urge, prevail, create, 
build, 
construct, craft, formulate, compose 

PUT:  

place, set, lay, position, situate, locate, plant, deposit, leave, plunk, consign, relegate, dispatch

REPLY:  


respond, answer, retort, react, rejoin, counter

SAY:  

reveal, utter, articulate, declare, pronounce, state, cry, shout, verbalize, answer, reply, exclaim, respond, persuade, promote, explain, answer, comment, announce, assert, affirm, proclaim, pronounce, instruct, mock, recite, mumble, implore, alert, yell, convey, dictate, expound, speak

Strong verbs to use to introduce quotes or paraphrases: (instead of “says.”
acknowledges

comments

endourses

reasons

adds



compares

grants


refuses

admits



confirms

illustrates

rejects

agrees


contends

implies

reports

argues


declares

insists


responds

asserts


denies


notes


suggests

believes


disputes

observes

thinks

claims



emphasizes

points out

writes

SEE:
note, notice, observe, understand, perceive, perceive, witness, spot, glimpse, watch, view, scrutinize, monitor, study, detect, remark, examine, survey, 

SHOW:  

demonstrate, illustrate, explain, prove, establish, confirm, verify, attest, substantiate, corroborate, convey, depict, employ, portray, exemplify, epitomize, justify, direct, bring to light

TELL:  

inform, advise, notify, convey, instruct, narrate, enlighten, impart, report, declare, divulge, disclose, expose, reveal, order, demand, command, charge, request, relate, recount, chronicle, distinguish, differentiate, identify, ascertain, deduce, discover, uncover, decipher, warn, attest, remark 

THINK: 

believe, imagine, reflect, consider, ruminate, suppose, assume, sense, deem, judge, contemplate, ponder, deliberate, meditate, approve, allow, grasp, realize

TRY:  

attempt, endeavor, struggle, strive, aim, seek, undertake, grasp

